
Message from the Head of School 
While Mrs. Schulker is away at a Principals’ Conference, our 

special guest writer is Mrs. Shirley Timmer 
 
   Many of you know me as 
the school Fine Arts 
Director.  But one thing 
people may not know about 
me is that I love fireplaces! 
One reason I love winter is 
that I love to sit by a fireplace. 
Ironically, I don’t own one. I 
beg my neighbors for the opportunity of enjoying theirs. I soak 
up the sound, the colors, the warmth and of course enjoy time 
with my neighbor. A recent study from the University of 
Alabama states that sitting in front on a fireplace can lower 
blood pressure. A study out of a university in Scotland 
demonstrated that even the sound of a fireplace can lower 
blood pressure! 
   Since I don’t have a fireplace, I often seek out other 
experiences that produce the same feeling in me. I enjoy hiking 
by mountain waterfalls. The sound of the ocean is soothing. 
When I was a homeschool mom, reading to my children 
produced similar relaxing results. 
   Recently, we have started a new tradition at Covenant that 
for me is a fireside experience. Every morning after hymn 
study, we have a school wide read aloud. Imagine this: 
students and teachers gather to sing a song of praise to the 
Heavenly Father. Next, we listen to a story - a wonderful and 
rich story full of beautiful imagery and interesting characters. 
The Red Mountain Community School of Alabama, a sister 
Charlotte Mason school, donated a book entitled “Mountain 
Born” by Elizabeth Yeats. They too have a school wide 
morning read aloud. The book they gave to us was chosen 
because one of their graduates remembered it as a favorite. 
   Many schools have a hectic and stressful beginning to the 
day. Not at Covenant. We sing and pray. Next, we listen to the 
wonderful rhythm of a living book.  As a staff member, I look 
forward to this every day. For me, it is like sitting beside a 
warm and cozy fire every morning. 
In Christ, 
Shirley 
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Upcoming Events 

 
Jan 15 Blaze Spirit Night    
Jan 16 HS Parent Meeting   
Jan 21 MLK Day NO SCHOOL  
Jan 28 Open House     
Feb 1  Enrichment Day    
Feb 18 President’s Day 
   NO SCHOOL     
Feb 23 Family Picnic     
Mar 1  Service Day     
Mar 14 Conferences: 1/2 Day  
Mar 15 Teacher Workday 
   NO SCHOOL     
Mar 29 Enrichment Day    
Apr 1-5 Spring Break     
   NO SCHOOL     

State of the Covenant 

Family Picnic 

On Saturday, February 23 from 1 
to 3 pm , Covenant families will 

gather to hear the annual 
overview of our year at Covenant 
and plans for 2019-2020, and to 

share in food and fun at the 
Sandlot, a new indoor sports 

complex in Toano. This will be 
an opportunity to participate in 

some of the favorite school 
traditions such as bidding on a 

day with a teacher which are not 
in the scope of the fundraising 

event being held in April. 
Mrs. Schulker is looking for a 

coordinator to assist in planning 
food and fun for this special CCS 
family event. Please call or email 

the office if you can help her! 



Form II 
Mrs. Griffith is attending the Childlight Schools Principal and Administrator 

conference with Mrs. Schulker this week. When she returns on Monday she will 

surely have many new exciting things to share with Form II. In the meantime, the 

students have enjoyed continued learning with Mrs. Thames and Miss Griffith 

this week!  

 

Form III 
For the week of January 14 we will study: 
● Memory Verse: Matthew 5:45 

● Bible: This week we will be reading Matthew 8:1-22.  

● World Geography: We have begun our study of Mexico This week our focus will 

  be learning about Cinco de Mayo. Students will continue to draw maps of North 

  America. 

● Writing: We will be completing our polished draft and illustration.  

● Grammar:  We will focus on writing the abbreviations for the months of the year. 

   We will also have a dictation exercise with the months. We will also discuss the 

    seasons. 

● Reading: We love Mr. Popper's Penguins! This week we will be reading chapters 8-12.  

● Read Aloud: Kingdom Tales  

Form IV 

This has been a fun and exciting week for students in Form IV because it’s Spirit Week. 

We have continued with our lessons even with the excitement! 

● Language Arts:  In grammar, we have looked at and discussed action verbs and linking 

verbs. Students have written sentences using both. We have also been discussing the 

use of the exclamation point. Students wrote sentences using exclamation points. They 

wrote a key word outline using an Aesop Fable: The Country Mouse and the Town 

Mouse. They used their key word outlines to tell a story orally and then they wrote their 

stories. Students also spent some time writing a spelling and a dictation test. As a class 

we have read Homer Price and the students have narrated orally and in written form as 

well  They also answered oral questions from the story. 

● Math: In Math we have continued to do mental math 

involving multiplication tables. We have also continued with our learning of measuring weight and 

mass using pounds and ounces. Students have changed pounds to ounces and vice-versa and they 

have added, subtracted and multiplied units of measuring. We have completed the unit and we are 

working on the chapter review. They also took a test at the end of the unit. 

● Bible: In Bible, we are memorizing Joshua 1:6. We have been reading about how Saul was 

anointed as the first king of Israel by Samuel. Students did a drawing narration in their books. We 

also read about and wrote about Peter and how he made 

an amazing comeback from betraying Jesus and weeping, 

to healing a crippled man at the temple gate. We also read 

about how after Jesus rose from the dead, Peter and John 

became fearless men. 

● History: We started off with completing our study on the rise of Islam, which we 

began before the break. Then we had a history review as a class and in groups and 

students took a test on the information. We then began reading about the spread of 

Islam. Students did some learning activities including cutting out, coloring and pasting 

maps and other pictures. They also wrote sentences about what we read. 

Lots of school spirit was shown this week! 

CHESS CLUB 

Chess Club will begin on Monday, 

January 28 for students grades 3 

and up! This is a fun opportunity to 

stay after school and learn the skill 

and strategy of chess with 

Mr. Bauernschmidt. Cost for the 

club is $50 per student for the 

semester. Make plans to join us! 

Information on the Form II-IV 

Enrichment Day on February 1 

will come home next week. Be 

expecting a fun STEM related 

field trip and please pray about 

accompanying the group as a 

driver and chaperone! 



 
 

Middle School 
Form V History, Language Arts and Literature: 
We began new adventures this week with Treasure Island in Literature and the 
introduction of English settlers at Jamestown. Students in Language Arts One are 
continuing to use adverbs and learning to use vivid descriptors in their writing to add 
depth and context. Students in Language Arts Two are working through the Five 
Common Topics of Invention in their curriculum and learning how to explore a 
subject with more depth for essay #2.  

Physical Science: 
For this week we learned about Sound Waves.  We started with an experiment and 
we tried to answer the question “Does distance affect the amount of vibrations 
experienced by a medium?”.  We also read about Measuring Sound and Sound 
Recording. Towards the end of the week, the students sketched different types of 
waves and researched on a scientist of their own choosing.  

Middle School does ‘Merica Monday 

2018-19 School Verse 

“Let the favor of the Lord our 

God be upon us,  and 

establish the work of our 

hands upon us; yes, establish 

the work of our hands!” 

Psalm 90:17 (ESV) 

 

January Habit: Imagining 

Shop and Give to the 
School! 

Any time you are making purchases on 
Amazon, go  to Amazon.Smile and 

select Covenant Christian School as 
your charity of choice. If you plan to 

give gift cards, come by the business 
office and find out more about how to 

use Scrip. A percentage of every 
purchase from either organization goes 
back to the school!  And remember to 
link your VIC card when you do your 
grocery shopping at Harris Teeter! 

 

Open House and Re-Enrollment 

Covenant Christian School will host an open house for interested families on Monday, January 

28. There will be information sessions at 9:30 am and 1:30 pm and tours of the school from 9:30 

am until 2 pm. Please encourage your friends, neighbors and church members to take advantage 

of this opportunity to find out what Charlotte Mason education is all about. All families who visit on 

January 28 and subsequently apply will receive a 30% discount on the 

application fee, and if you refer a family who attends the open house and 

subsequently enrolls a student at CCS your family will receive a waiver on 

one enrollment fee. Invitations to the open house that you can share with 

others are available at the front desk.  



Pre Algebra: 

●Polygons 

●Circles 

●Congruent Figures 

Algebra I: 

●Introduction to Functions 

●Solving Systems of Linear Equations 

     by Graphing 

Geometry 

●Trapezoids 

●The Midsegment Theorem 

●Transformations 

High School 

Form VI Bible and Literature: 
We closed out our overview of the Hebrew Scriptures this week in 
Bible as students worked through the final comprehension questions 
of the historical fiction novel of the prophet Amos. In Literature, students 
spent the majority of the week reading and orally narrating Achilles' revenge 
of the death of Patroclus, Priam's requests for his son's body, and 
Odysseus' ability to outwit the Trojans and steal their sacred stone in Black 
Ships Before Troy.  

Biology 

For this week, Biology students started a new chapter on Nutrition and 
Digestion.  One of their projects that apply their knowledge on nutrition is 
creating a cooking show.  Each team’s task is to create a healthy meal for a 
family of 4 under $40. They have to apply what they’ve learned from the 
book.  Each student also created a hanger mobile on topics they were given (vitamins and minerals). 

Math 

A great group of patriots enjoy ‘Merica Monday. 

Be On the Lookout! 

Reports of Growth and Report Cards will come 

home early next week! 

HIGH SCHOOL PARENT MEETING 

There will be a mandatory High School Parent meeting on 

Wednesday January 16 at  2:30 pm to discuss plans for the 

February 1 Enrichment Day experience. Pastor Fred Liggin will 

be here to share his vision for this unique and potentially 

life-changing opportunity for our high school students which will 

begin the afternoon of January 31.  

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Cold, flu and virus season is upon us. 

While we are diligent to disinfect 

frequently in the classrooms, the best 

way to avoid spreading germs is to keep 

them out of the school! If your child 

experiences a fever, our policy is they 

should not return to school until they 

are fever-free for a full 24 hours. This 

allows your child sufficient recovery 

time and keeps illness from spreading. 

Thank you! 

Don’t Forget to Collect and 

Return Those Box Tops! 


